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NOAA Fisheries Service Seeks Public Comment on
South Atlantic Snapper-Grouper Amendment 15B

Comment Period Ends August 3, 2009

NOAA Fisheries Service announced the availability of
Amendment 15B to the Fishery Management Plan for
the Snapper Grouper Fishery of the South Atlantic
region on June 4, 2009 (74 FR 26827). Comments on
the amendment will be accepted through August 3, 2009.
This amendment, if approved, would:

e Specify commercial/recreational allocations for
snowy grouper and red porgy.

e Revise the stock status determination criteria for
golden tilefish.

o Prohibit the sale of snapper-grouper harvested
under the bag limits unless the vessel owner
possesses a federal commercial snapper-grouper
permit.

o Expand the allowable transfer of a commercial
vessel permit under the limited access program
and extend the allowable period for renewal of
such a permit.

e Require an owner and operator of a vessel for
which a commercial or charter vessel/headboat
permit has been issued and that has on board any
hook-and-line gear to comply with sea turtle and
smalltooth sawfish release protocols and possess
on board specific gear to ensure proper release
of such species that are incidentally caught.

e Require a vessel that fishes in the exclusive
economic zone, if selected by NOAA Fisheries
Service, to carry an observer and install an
electronic logbook and/or video monitoring
system.

Request for Comments

Written comments on this amendment must be received
no later than August 3, 2009, in order to be considered
by NOAA Fisheries Service. See the Addresses section
for information on where and how to submit comments.

Addresses
Electronic copies of the amendment may be obtained
from the e-Rulemaking Portal at

http://www.regulations.gov,

the South Atlantic Fishery

Management Council’s Web site at http://www.safmc.net, or:

NOAA Fisheries Service
Southeast Regional Office
Sustainable Fisheries Division
263 13" Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

You may submit comments by any of the following methods:

Electronic Submissions: Federal e-Rulemaking
Portal: http://www.regulations.gov. All comments
received are part of the public record and will
generally be posted to http://www.regulations.gov
without  change. All  personal identifying
information (for example, name, address, etc.)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter may be
publicly accessible. Do not submit confidential
business information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information. NOAA Fisheries Service will
accept anonymous comments.  Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in Microsoft
Word, Excel, WordPerfect, or Adobe PDF file
formats only. Comments received through means
not specified in this bulletin or the proposed rule
may not be considered.
Mail: Kate Michie

NOAA Fisheries Service

Southeast Regional Office

Sustainable Fisheries Division

263 13" Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
Fax: 727-824-5308, Attention: Jack McGovern

How Can We Improve These Fishery Bulletins?

If you have any suggestions on how we may improve the
contents of future fishery bulletins, please contact:

Kim Amendola, Communications Specialist

Phone: 727-551-5707, FAX: 727-824-5320

e-mail: sero.communications.comments@noaa.gov.




