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REMINDER: Requirements for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Fishery

NOAA Fisheries Service reminds fishermen of several
requirements for the Gulf of Mexico reef fish fishery.

Vessel Monitoring System (VMS)
Owners and operators of vessels with Gulf of Mexico
commercial reef fish permits must:
(a) Have a type-approved VMS unit operating
onboard their vessels, and
(b) Make a trip declaration prior to all fishing trips.

Any time a vessel with a VMS unit leaves port, the
owner/operator of the wvessel must supply pre-trip
information. Declarations can be made through the
VMS terminal (computer) or through a call-in system
accessible at 888-219-9228. If a vessel is being moved
in port for activities such as fueling, changing docks, or
getting ice, a trip declaration is not needed. Power down
exemptions are available. For additional information on
VMS units, specifications, and reporting requirements,
contact the Office for Law Enforcement (OLE)
Southeast Region for information. For specific questions
on VMS, OLE can be contacted at 800-758-4833.

Turtle and Sawfish Placards and Release Gear
Owners and operators of vessels with Gulf of Mexico
reef fish commercial or charter vessel/headboat permits
must:
(a) Follow protocols for the proper care and release of
sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish, and
(b) Have specific release gear and instruction placards
onboard.

These requirements must be met at all times, even when
recreational fishing.

For specific questions on sea turtle and smalltooth
sawfish release protocols, contact Charles Bergmann at
the NOAA Fisheries Service Pascagoula Laboratory:
Phone: 228-762-4591; Cell: 228-623-0748
E-mail:Charles.Bergmann@noaa.gov

Reef Fish Gear
All fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico reef fish fishery
must follow the requirements for circle hooks, venting
tools, and dehookers. This includes:
(a) Using non-stainless steel circle hooks when
fishing with natural bait, such as live or cut bait;
(b) Having at least one hollow-tubed venting tool
onboard to deflate the body cavity of reef fish
that will be released; and
(c) Having at least one dehooking device onboard.

Using these devices helps reduce the discard mortality of
reef fish.

For specific information on reef fish gear, contact
Michael Bailey at the NOAA Fisheries Service
Southeast Regional Office:

Phone: 727-551-5743

E-mail: Michael.Bailey@noaa.gov

Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ)

Commercial fishermen can now make three-hour landing
notifications through the VMS unit for IFQ Red
Snapper. If you are not landing IFQ Red Snapper, a
landing notification is not required.

Need more information on these topics?
Southeast Regional Office’s Web page:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov

To receive these fishery bulletins by e-mail, send an e-
mail to SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov
and include your preferred e-mail address in the body of
the e-mail. You will still continue to receive a hard copy
of these bulletins through the mail.




