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GULF OF MEXICO REEF FISH SEASONAL CLOSURES AND
GROUPER REGULATION CHANGES

NOAA Fisheries Service reminds fishermen of the
seasonal closures for gag, red grouper, black grouper,
and greater amberjack as well as changes to grouper
regulations for federal waters. Fishermen should check
with state agencies for regulations in state waters. The
following regulations are in effect for federal waters.

Recreational Fishery
The seasonal closures are:
e The recreational fishery for gag will be closed
February 1 — March 31, 2009
e The recreational fishery for red grouper and
black grouper will be closed February 15 —
March 14, 2009
The daily bag limits are:
e Two fish per person for gag.
e One fish per person for red grouper.
o Five fish per person for all grouper in aggregate.

Commercial Fishery
The seasonal closures are:
e The commercial fishery for gag, red grouper,
and black grouper will be closed February 15 —
March 14, 2009
e The commercial greater amberjack fishery will
be closed March 1 — May 31, 2009

The possession, sale, or purchase of these species
harvested from the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) in
the Gulf of Mexico is prohibited during the closure. No
person may possess these species in the Gulf of Mexico
EEZ regardless of where harvested.

The operator of a vessel with a valid federal commercial
Gulf reef fish permit having gag, red grouper, or black
grouper aboard must have landed or sold those fish prior
to 12:01 a.m., local time, February 15, 2009. The
commercial fisheries for these species will reopen at
12:01 a.m., local time, on March 15, 2009.

This prohibition on the sale/purchase does not apply to
gag, red grouper, or black grouper that were harvested,
landed ashore, and sold prior to February 15 and held in
cold storage by a dealer or processor.

The operator of a vessel with a valid federal commercial
Gulf reef fish permit having greater amberjack aboard
must have landed or sold those fish prior to 12:01 a.m.,
local time, March 1, 2009. The fishery for this species
will reopen at 12:01 a.m., local time, on June 1, 2009.

This prohibition on the sale/purchase does not apply to
greater amberjack that were harvested, landed ashore,
and sold prior to March 1 and held in cold storage by a
dealer or processor.

Federal Consistency

Effective January 1, 2009, a person aboard a federally
permitted Gulf of Mexico commercial or for-hire reef
fish vessel must comply with federal regulations for red
snapper, greater amberjack, gray triggerfish, and gag
regardless of where the fish are harvested (federal or
state waters).

Proposed Regulations

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council has
submitted Amendment 30B to the Reef Fish Fishery
Management Plan for approval.  This amendment
proposes actions affecting gag and red grouper
regulations.  Amendment 30B has not yet been
implemented, but an interim rule implemented the
regulations pertaining to gag effective January 1, 2009
(see table below). Changes to the grouper fishery
proposed in Amendment 30B are also listed in the table
below. These changes are expected to occur during the
2009 fishing season.

How can we improve these fishery bulletins?

If you have any suggestions on how we may improve
future fishery bulletins please contact:

Kim Amendola, Communication Specialist

Phone: 727-551-5707; FAX: 727-824-5320

E-mail: SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov




If you would like to receive these fishery bulletins via e-
mail as soon as they are published, please e-mail us at
the address below. You will still receive a hard copy of
these bulletins through the mail.

E-mail:  SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov
and include: (1) "Request for Electronic Fishery
Bulletins™ in the subject line; and (2) your preferred e-
mail address in the body of the e-mail.

Gulf of Mexico Current Regulations

Amendment 30B (proposed)

Grouper (as of 1/1/2009)
Recreational measures
CLSirr(T)]lthper Aggregate Bag 5 grouper/person/day 4 grouper/person/day
Gag Bag Limit 2 fish/person/day within 5-fish 2 fish/person/day within 4-fish

grouper aggregate
1 fish/person/day within 5-fish
grouper aggregate

grouper aggregate

2 fish/person/day within 4-fish
grouper aggregate

All shallow water grouper (gag,
red grouper, black grouper,
yellowfin grouper, yellowmouth
grouper, rock hind, red hind, and
scamp) closed 2/1 — 3/31

Red Grouper Bag Limit

Red grouper and black grouper
closed 2/15 - 3/14

Gag closed 2/1 - 3/31

Recreational Fishing
Season

Commercial measures
Red Grouper Minimum

20 inches total length 18 inches total length in 2009

Size Limit

Gag Quota 1.32 mp (GW)* 1.32 mp (GW)
Red Grouper Quota 5.31 mp (GW) 5.75 mp (GW)
Shallow-Water Grouper 7.48 mp (GW) 7.48 mp (GW)
Quota

Commercial Fishing Gag, red grouper and black No closed season
Season grouper closed 2/15 — 3/14

*GW - gutted weight; mp — million pounds




