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Clarification on Grouper Regulations for South Atlantic Federal Waters 
 
On December 19, 2008, NOAA Fisheries Service 
notified the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
(South Atlantic Council) of its decision not to implement 
an interim rule proposed to address overfishing of South 
Atlantic gag, red grouper, and black grouper.  Therefore, 
the current South Atlantic grouper regulations remain 
unchanged. 
 
The South Atlantic Council intended for the interim rule 
to be in effect January 1, 2009, until replaced by long-
term measures proposed through Amendment 16 to the 
Snapper-Grouper Fishery Management Plan 
(Amendment 16).  Procedural requirements delayed the 
potential publication of this interim rule substantially 
beyond the requested effective date of January 1, 2009. 
 
NOAA Fisheries Service determined the limited 
conservation benefits gained by implementing the South 
Atlantic interim rule behind schedule do not justify the 
costs fishermen would incur while awaiting a final 
decision on the rule.  The Council’s long-term plan for 
addressing overfishing and protecting spawning grouper  
 
 

species in Amendment 16 is undergoing Secretarial 
review.  A notice will publish in the Federal Register 
this week announcing the opportunity for public 
comment on Amendment 16.  
 
Please contact NOAA Fisheries Service Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries for a copy of Amendment 16 or for 
information on how to comment on the amendment and 
associated rule during the review process at:  
 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
Southeast Regional Office 
Sustainable Fisheries Division 
263 13th Avenue South  
St. Petersburg, Florida, 33701 
FAX: 727-824-5308; Phone: 727-824-5305 
 
If you would like to receive these fishery bulletins via e-
mail as soon as they are published, please e-mail us at 
sero.communications.comments@noaa.gov.  You will 
still receive a hard copy of the bulletins through the mail. 
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