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VESSEL MONITORING SYSTEM (VMS) TRIP DECLARATIONS: 
A REMINDER TO VESSELS IN THE GULF REEF FISH FISHERY 

 
NOAA Fisheries Service reminds owners/operators 
of vessels with Gulf of Mexico commercial reef fish 
permits that, as of May 6, 2007, a NOAA Fisheries 
Service type-approved VMS unit must be operating 
onboard their vessels.  This includes for-hire vessels 
permitted to operate in the commercial reef fish 
fishery, even when those vessels are under charter.   
 
To confirm the unit’s operational status, 
owners/operators should use their VMS terminal to 
e-mail Henry.Fontanills@noaa.gov or 
Omar.Purcell@noaa.gov in the Office of Law 
Enforcement.  They will send a reply confirmation 
of your current position. 
 
Such VMS-equipped vessels with a commercial reef 
fish permit must make a trip declaration prior to all 
commercial and charter fishing trips.  Anytime a 
vessel with a VMS unit leaves port, the 
owner/operator of the vessel must supply pre-trip 
information.  This declaration can be made through 
the VMS terminal (computer) or through a call-in 
system accessible at 888-219-9228.  If a vessel is 
being moved in port for activities such as fueling, 
changing docks, or getting ice, a trip declaration is 
not needed.  Pre-trip information is only needed 
when a vessel leaves port. 
 

Each vessel owner/operator must identify their 
planned fishing activity (e.g., reef fish, shark, 
swordfish, tuna, mackerel) and the gear onboard 
their vessel (e.g., pelagic longline, bottom longline, 
vertical line gear) prior to leaving the dock.  A 
declaration applies to each trip, even if multiple 
trips occur in the same day.  To make a trip 
declaration, the owner/operator will need the VMS 
ID number and personal identification number 
(PIN).  At the end of a successful declaration for a 
trip, the owner/operator will be supplied a 
confirmation number.  To obtain a VMS ID number 
and PIN, contact VMS personnel at 1-800-758-4833 
and choose “Option 4.” 
 
For more information on the VMS program for the 
Gulf of Mexico reef fish fishery, please log onto  
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov and click on “Gulf of 
Mexico Reef Fish Requirements” or go directly to 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/vms/vms.htm. 
 
How Can We Improve These Fishery Bulletins?  
If you have any suggestions on how we may improve the 
contents of future fishery bulletins please contact: Kim 
Amendola, Communication Specialist, Phone: 727-551-
5707, FAX: 727-824-5320, e-mail: 
SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov. 
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