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NOAA FISHERIES SERVICE IS ACCEPTING PUBLIC COMMENTS ON A PROPOSED RULE TO 

INCREASE HARVEST OF VERMILION SNAPPER IN THE GULF OF MEXICO 
 
NOAA Fisheries Service is currently reviewing a 
regulatory amendment submitted by the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council, which 
proposes to increase harvest of vermilion snapper in 
the Gulf of Mexico.  The public comment period on 
the rule that proposes to implement these regulatory 
changes is open through May 14, 2007.   
 
Management measures proposed in this rule are: 
• Reduce the commercial and recreational 

vermilion snapper minimum size limit  from 
11 inches to 10 inches total length; 

• Eliminate the 10-fish recreational bag limit 
for vermilion snapper within the existing 20-
fish aggregate reef fish bag limit; and 

• Eliminate the 40-day commercial closure for 
vermilion snapper, which extends from April 
22 through May 31 each year. 

 
The intended effect of these regulatory changes is to 
assist the vermilion snapper fishery in achieving 
optimum yield.  A recent assessment indicates 
vermilion snapper is no longer overfished or 
undergoing overfishing, and current harvest levels 
are below the optimum level. 
 
Current regulations require closure of the 
commercial fishery for vermilion snapper from 
April 22 through May 31, 2007.  Any change in that 
closure resulting from this proposed rulemaking 
would be announced by NOAA Fisheries Service as 
soon as a final rule is published. 

Comments on the proposed rule to increase 
vermilion snapper harvest in the Gulf of Mexico 
may be submitted using any of the following 
methods:   
 
Email: 0648-AV45.Proposed@noaa.gov; Include 
the following in the subject line: 0648-
AS67.Proposed. 
 
Mail:  Sarah DeVido, NOAA Fisheries Service, 
Southeast Regional Office, 263 13th Avenue South, 
St. Petersburg, Florida  33701 
 
Fax:  Comments may be faxed to 727-824-5308. 
 
Only comments received by May 14, 2007, will be 
considered by NOAA Fisheries Service in 
developing a final rule.  All comments received by 
NOAA Fisheries Service will be addressed in the 
final rule. 
 
For a complete description of the proposed 
regulatory changes, please obtain a copy of the 
proposed rule from NOAA Fisheries Service at the 
above address.    Electronic copies of the proposed 
rule, once published, may be obtained from the 
Federal Register web site at 
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/ index.html.  
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How Can We Improve These Fishery Bulletins?  

NOAA Fisheries Service, Southeast Regional Office (SERO) recognizes fishery management actions are complex and 
often difficult to understand.  SERO is dedicated to providing information to the public in a simple and easy to understand 
format through the use of fishery bulletins and other materials.  If you have any suggestions on how SERO may improve 
the contents of future fishery bulletins please contact:  
 
Kim Amendola, Communication Specialist 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 
Phone: 727-551-5707, FAX: 727-824-5320 
Email: SERO.Communication.Comment@noaa.gov 
 

MANAGEMENT 
ACTION Current Regulations 

 
Proposed Regulations 

(15-day comment period) 
Recreational and 

Commercial Size Limit 
 

11 inches 
 

10 inches 

Commercial Seasonal 
Closure 

April 22 to May 31 No seasonal closure 

 
Recreational Bag Limit 

10-fish bag limit within 
20-fish reef fish 

aggregate 

Included within 20-fish reef 
fish aggregate 
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