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Opportunity for Public Comment on a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
for the South Atlantic Snapper Grouper Fishery

Comment period ends January 29, 2007

NOAA Fisheries Service requests comments from the
public on the DEIS evaluating the South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s (Council) proposal to establish
eight marine protected areas (MPAS) in federal waters of
the South Atlantic. The Environmental Protection
Agency announced the availability of the DEIS on
December 15, 2007 (71 FR 75541).

Proposed actions in the DEIS would establish eight
MPAs in federal waters of the south Atlantic (one off
southern North Carolina, three off South Carolina, one
off Georgia, and three off Florida). Within these MPAs,
harvest and possession of snapper grouper species would
be prohibited, as would the use of shark bottom longline
gear. The Council used a collaborative approach to
identify MPA sites that would best protect a portion of
the population and habitat of long-lived, deep-water
snapper grouper species, while minimizing adverse
social and economic effects. The intent is to achieve a
more natural sex ratio, age, and size structure of these
species within the MPAs.

For Copies of the DEIS
Copies of the DEIS may be downloaded from the
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Southeast  Regional  Office’s Web page at
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov (click on South Atlantic
Snapper Grouper) or can be obtained from Julie Weeder,
NOAA Fisheries Service, 263 13" Avenue South, St.
Petersburg, Florida, 33701, 727-824-5305.

To Submit Comments on this Document

Comments on this document must be received during the
agency’s 45-day review period, which ends 5 p.m.
eastern time on January 29, 2007. Comments may be
submitted by mail to Julie Weeder at the address above,
or by fax to (727) 824-5308. Comments may also be
submitted electronically to
0648-AU28.DEIS@noaa.gov; include in the e-mail
subject line the following document identifier:
Comment on S-G 14 DEIS.

Copies of comments should also be submitted to Rodney
F. Weiher, Ph.D., NOAA Office of Programming and
Integration (PPI/SP), SSMC3, Room 15603, 1315 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910; by fax
to (301)  713-0585; or by email to
nepa.comments@noaa.gov.
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