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RED SNAPPER COMMERCIAL FISHERY IN GULF OF MEXICO FEDERAL
WATERS WILL OPEN AT NOON, DECEMBER 1, 2006

NOAA Fisheries Service announces the commercial
fishery for red snapper in Gulf of Mexico federal
waters will open at noon, local time, on December
1, 2006, and will close at noon, local time, on
December 26, 2006, when the quota is projected to
be met.

The 2006 Gulf of Mexico commercial red snapper
quota is 4.65 million pounds (MP). The
commercial fishing season is divided into spring
and fall seasons. The spring season began at noon,
local time, on February 1, with 3.10 MP available,
and the fall season begins at noon, local time, on
October 1, with the remainder of the annual quota
available.  During the spring and fall seasons,
fishing will be allowed the first 10 days of each
month until the quota is caught. Preliminary
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landings data for February 1-10, 2006 (415,728
pounds), March 1-10, 2006 (427,361), April 1-10,
2006 (423,647), May 1-10, 2006 (332,670), June 1-
10, 2006 (249,964), July 1-10, 2006 (289,898),
August 1-10, 2006 (332,314), September 1-10, 2006
(362,701), October 1-10, 2006 (387,669), and
November 1-10, 2006 (353,096) totaled 3,575,048
pounds of red snapper landed. Therefore, 1,074,952
pounds remain in the quota.

The operator of a vessel with a valid reef fish permit
and a Class 1 or Class 2 red snapper license having
red snapper aboard must have landed and sold such
red snapper before noon, local time, on December
26, 2006. The minimum size for the commercial
fishery is 15 inches total length.
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