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SEASONAL PROHIBITION OF THE POSSESSION OF RED HIND  
IN CARIBBEAN FEDERAL WATERS  

 
NOAA Fisheries Service reminds the public there is 
a seasonal prohibition on commercial and 
recreational fishing for or possession of red hind in 
the Caribbean federal waters from 12:01 a.m., local 
time, December 1, 2006, through February 28, 
2007, in the following locations: 
 
• Off the west coast of Puerto Rico (defined as 

those waters in the U.S. Caribbean federal 
waters west of 67o 10' W longitude). 

• Lang Bank red hind spawning aggregation area, 
east of St. Croix, bounded by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, the following coordinates:   

A 17°50.2' N   64°27.9' W 
B 17°50.1' N   64°26.1' W 
C 17°49.2' N   64°25.8' W 
D 17°48.6' N   64°25.8' W  
E 17°48.1' N   64°26.1' W 
F 17°47.5' N   64°26.9' W 
A 17°50.2' N   64°27.9' W 

• Hind Bank Marine Conservation District 
(MCD), south of St. Thomas, bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the following 
coordinates:    

A 18°13.2' N   65°06.0' W 
B 18°13.2' N   64°59.0' W 
C 18°11.8' N   64°59.0' W 
D 18°10.7' N   65°06.0' W 
A 18°13.2' N   65°06.0' W 
 

Notes:  Fishing for any species and anchoring 
activities by fishing vessels within the Hind 
Bank MCD is also prohibited.   
 

Caribbean federal waters are those waters 
extending to 200 nautical miles offshore from 
the nine-mile seaward boundary of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the three-
mile seaward boundary of the territory of the   
U. S. Virgin Islands.   
 

• In addition, from February 1 through April 30 
each year fishing for and the possession of red 
hind is prohibited in Grammanik Bank, south 
of St. Thomas, bounded by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, the following 
coordinates: 

A 18°11.898' N   64°56.328' W 
B 18°11.645' N   64°56.225' W 
C 18°11.058' N   64°57.810' W 
D 18°11.311' N   64°57.913' W 
A 18°11.898' N   64°56.328' W 

 
Note:  Fishing for any species and anchoring 
activities by fishing vessels within Grammanik 
Bank is also prohibited.  

 
This action complies with regulations implemented 
under Amendment 3 to the Fishery Management 
Plan for the Reef Fish Fishery of Puerto Rico and 
the U. S. Virgin Islands to address required 
provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, and is 
necessary to protect these resources.  The Caribbean 
Fishery Management Council, in cooperation with 
NOAA Fisheries Service, developed the 
amendment.   
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