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REMINDER OF REGULATORY CHANGES TO PROTECT ESSENTIAL FISH 
HABITAT IN THE CARIBBEAN EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

 
NOAA Fisheries Service reminds Caribbean fishers 
of regulatory changes to minimize adverse impacts 
on essential fish habitat within the Caribbean 
exclusive economic zone.  The intended effect of 
these changes is to protect essential fish habitat in 
areas where fish are known to form spawning 
aggregations and to achieve optimum yield (e.g., the 
harvest level for a species that achieves the greatest 
overall benefits) in the fisheries and provide social 
and economic benefits associated with maintaining 
healthy stocks.  These regulations (50 CFR 622) 
were implemented by the Caribbean Fishery 
Management Council’s Comprehensive Sustainable 
Fisheries Act Amendment (SFA Amendment) and 
became effective through final rule on November 
28, 2005.  The SFA Amendment established the 
following:   
 
 Fishing with pots, traps, bottom longlines, 

gillnets or trammel nets is prohibited year-round 
in the seven existing seasonally-closed areas 
identified by their latitudinal and longitudinal 
coordinates below.  

 
 Bajo de Sico Bank, off the west coast of Puerto 

Rico, bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the following coordinates:   
A 18°15.7' N   67°26.4' W 
B 18°15.7' N   67°23.2' W 
C 18°12.7' N   67°23.4' W 
D 18°12.7' N   67°26.4' W 
A 18°15.7' N   67°26.4' W 

 
 
 
 

Abrir La Sierra Bank or Buoy “6,” off the west 
coast of Puerto Rico, bounded by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, the following coordinates: 
A 18°06.5' N   67°26.9' W 
B 18°06.5' N   67°23.9' W 
C 18°03.5' N   67°23.9' W 
D 18°03.5' N   67°26.9' W 
A 18°06.5' N   67°26.9' W 

 
Tourmaline Bank, off the west coast of Puerto 
Rico, bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the following coordinates:   
A 18°11.2' N   67°22.4' W 
B 18°11.2' N   67°19.2' W 
C 18°08.2' N   67°19.2' W 
D 18°08.2' N   67°22.4' W 
A 18°11.2' N   67°22.4' W 
 
Mutton snapper spawning aggregation area 
south of St. Croix, bounded by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, the following coordinates:   
A 17°37.8' N   64°53.0' W 
B 17°39.0' N   64°53.0' W 
C 17°39.0' N   64°50.5' W 
D 17°38.1' N   64°50.5' W 
E 17°37.8' N   64°52.5' W 
A 17°37.8' N   64°53.0' W 
 
Lang Bank red hind spawning aggregation area, 
east of St. Croix, bounded by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, the following coordinates:   
A 17°50.2' N   64°27.9' W 
B 17°50.1' N   64°26.1' W 
C 17°49.2' N   64°25.8' W 
D 17°48.6' N   64°25.8' W  
E 17°48.1' N   64°26.1' W 
F 17°47.5' N   64°26.9' W 
A 17°50.2' N   64°27.9' W 
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Hind Bank Marine Conservation District 
(MCD), south of St. Thomas, bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the following 
coordinates:    
A 18°13.2' N   65°06.0' W 
B 18°13.2' N   64°59.0' W 
C 18°11.8' N   64°59.0' W 
D 18°10.7' N   65°06.0' W 
A 18°13.2' N   65°06.0' W 

 
Note:  Fishing for any species and anchoring 
activities by fishing vessels within the Hind 
Bank MCD are also prohibited.   

 
Grammanik Bank closed area, off St. Thomas, 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in order, 
the following coordinates: 
A 18°11.898' N   64°56.328' W 
B 18°11.645' N   64°56.225' W 
C 18°11.058' N   64°57.810' W 
D 18°11.311' N   64°57.913' W 
A 18°11.898' N   64°56.328' W 

 
All anchored commercial and recreational 
vessels fishing for reef fish are required to 
ensure the anchor is recovered by its crown. 

 
NOAA Fisheries Service is dedicated to protecting 
and preserving our nation’s living marine resources 
and their habitats through scientific research, 

management, and enforcement.  NOAA Fisheries 
Service provides effective stewardship of these 
resources for the benefit of the nation, supporting 
coastal communities that depend upon them, and 
helping to provide safe and healthy seafood to 
consumers and recreational opportunities for the 
American public. 
 
In 2007 the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, an agency of the U.S. Commerce 
Department, celebrates 200 years of science and 
service to the nation.  From the establishment of the 
Survey of the Coast in 1807 by Thomas Jefferson to 
the formation of the Weather Bureau and the 
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries in the 1870s, much 
of America’s scientific heritage is rooted in NOAA.   
 
NOAA is dedicated to enhancing economic security 
and national safety through the prediction and 
research of weather and climate-related events and 
information service delivery for transportation, and 
by providing environmental stewardship of our 
nation’s coastal and marine resources. Through the 
emerging Global Earth Observation System of 
Systems (GEOSS), NOAA is working with its 
federal partners, more than 60 countries and the 
European Commission to develop a global 
monitoring network that is as integrated as the 
planet it observes, predicts and protects. 
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