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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY (NOA) OF AMENDMENT 17 TO THE COASTAL MIGRATORY 
PELAGIC FISHERY MANGEMENT PLAN AND AMENDMENT 25 TO THE GULF OF MEXICO 

REEF FISH FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN, AND THE ASSOCIATED PROPOSED RULE 
 
NOAA Fisheries Service has published the NOA of 
Amendments 17 to the Coastal Migratory Pelagic 
Fishery Management Plan (FMP) and 25 to the Gulf of 
Mexico Reef Fish FMP (Amendment 17/25) prepared by 
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council, and 
the associated proposed rule in the Federal Register.  
The NOA was published on February 21, 2006, 
requesting comments on Amendment 17/25.  The 
proposed rule for Amendment 17/25 published in the 
Federal Register on March 13, 2006, with request for 
comments.   
 
These amendments, if approved, would implement a 
limited access system for charter vessel/headboat (for-
hire) permits for the coastal migratory pelagic and reef 
fish fisheries in the exclusive economic zone of the Gulf 
of Mexico and would continue to cap participation at 
current levels.  Additionally, NOAA Fisheries Service 
proposes a number of minor revisions to remove 
outdated regulatory text and to clarify regulatory text.  
The intended effect of these amendments and this 
proposed rule is to provide for biological, social, and 
economic stability in these for-hire fisheries.  
 
ADDRESSES AND DATES:  Written copies of the 
proposed rule may be obtained from NOAA Fisheries 
Service, Southeast Regional Office, 263 13th Avenue 
South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701.  Electronic copies 
of the proposed rule and NOA may be obtained from the 
Federal Register Web site at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/ 
fr/index.html.  Written comments for the NOA must be 
received no later than 5 p.m., eastern time, on April 24, 
2006, and no later than 5 p.m., eastern time, on April 27, 
2006, for the proposed rule.  Comments may be 
submitted via e-mail, written correspondence, or fax.  
All comments received will be addressed in the final 
rule. 
 
 

E-mail:  Amendments 17 and 25: 0648-AS70.NOA@ 
noaa.gov; Include the following in the subject: 0648-
AS70-NOA; proposed rule: 0648-AS70.Proposed@ 
noaa.gov.  Include the following in the subject: 0648-
AS70-Proposed. 
 
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal:  Follow the instructions 
at http://www.regulations.gov.  
 
Mail:  Jason Rueter, Southeast Regional Office, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 263 13th Avenue 
South, St. Petersburg, Florida  33701. 
 
Fax:  Comments may be faxed to 727-824-5308. 
 
NOAA Fisheries is dedicated to protecting and 
preserving our nation’s living marine resources and their 
habitats through scientific research, management and 
enforcement.  NOAA Fisheries Service provides 
effective stewardship of these resources for the benefit 
of the nation, supporting coastal communities that 
depend upon them, and helping to provide safe and 
healthy seafood to consumers and recreational 
opportunities for the American public. 
 
NOAA Fisheries is dedicated to enhancing economic 
security and national safety through the prediction and 
research of weather and climate-related events and 
providing environmental stewardship of our nation’s 
coastal and marine resources. Through the emerging 
Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), 
NOAA is working with its federal partners and nearly 60 
countries to develop a global monitoring network that is 
as integrated as the planet it observes.  This and other 
news releases are available on the SERO homepage at 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov.  
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