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Final Rule for a Regulatory Amendment to the Reef Fish Fishery Management

Plan Implementing a Commercial Grouper Trip Limit
Small Entity Compliance Guide

NOAA Fisheries Service has published a final rule in
the Federal Register (70 FR 77057, December 29,
2005) implementing the approved regulatory actions
in a regulatory amendment to the Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) for the Reef Fish Resources
of the Gulf of Mexico. The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council) in cooperation with
NOAA Fisheries Service developed the regulatory
amendment. The intended effect of the final rule is to
establish a commercial trip limit for the grouper
fishery to moderate the rate of commercial harvest
and prolong the commercial fishing season. The final
rule is effective January 1, 2006.

The final rule will establish a 6,000 pound gutted
weight commercial trip limit for shallow-water (red
grouper, gag, black grouper, scamp, yellowfin
grouper, yellowmouth grouper, rock hind, and red
hind) and deep-water grouper (yellowedge grouper,
warsaw grouper, speckled hind, misty grouper, and
snowy grouper), combined, in the exclusive economic
zone of the Gulf of Mexico. The stepped-down trip
limit system starting at 10,000 pounds gutted weight
implemented via emergency rule on March 3, 2005
(70 FR 8037), and extended on August 17, 2005 (70
FR 48323), will terminate upon implementation of
this rule.

NOAA Fisheries Service prepared a Regulatory
Impact Review (RIR) and Final Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis (FRFA) for this action.  The
FRFA and RIR are included in the final regulatory
amendment. Copies of the final rule and regulatory
amendment are available from NOAA Fisheries
Service Southeast Regional Office, 263 13™ Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701. Electronic

copies of the regulatory amendment, including the
RIR and FRFA, may be obtained from the Council’s
Web site at: http://www.gulfcouncil.org. Electronic
copies of the final rule may be obtained from the
Federal Register Web site at:
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html.

The Small Entity Compliance Guide complies with
section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory
Fairness Enforcement Act of 1996. Any
discrepancies between this document and the rule as
published in the Federal Register will be resolved in
favor of the Federal Register.

NOAA Fisheries Service is dedicated to protecting
and preserving the nation’s living marine resources
and their habitats through scientific research,
management, and enforcement. NOAA Fisheries
Service provides effective stewardship of these
resources for the benefit of the nation, supporting
coastal communities that depend upon them, and
helping to provide safe and healthy seafood to
consumers and recreational opportunities for the
American public.

NOAA, an agency of the U.S. Commerce
Department, is dedicated to enhancing economic
security and national safety through the prediction
and research of weather and climate-related events
and providing environmental stewardship of our
nation’s coastal and marine resources. Through the
emerging Global Earth Observation System of
Systems (GEOSS), NOAA is working with its federal
partners and nearly 60 countries to develop a global
monitoring network that is as integrated as the planet
it observes.
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