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Final Rule Implements Generic EFH Amendment 3
Small Entity Compliance Guide

NOAA Fisheries Service has published a final rule in the West Flower Garden Bank East Flower Garden Bank
Federal Register implementing the approved regulatory Point | North lat. West long. Point | North lat. West long.

actions in Generic Amendment 3 for Addressing Essential 27E5522.8" | 93E53'09.6" A 27E59'14.4" | 93E38'58.2"

Fish Habitat (EFH) Requirements, Habitat Areas of

Particular Concern (HAPCs), and Adverse Effects of B 27E5522.8" | 93E46'46.0" B 27E59'14.4" | 93E34'03.5"
Fishing in the Following Fishery Management Plans C | 27E4903.0" | 93E46'46.0" C | 27E52365" | 93E3403.5”
FMPs): Shrimp, Red Drum, Reef Fish, Stone Crab, Coral — — — -
gnd Co)ral Reefg of the Gulf of Mexico and Spiny Lobster D 27E4903.0" | 93E5309.6 D 276523657 | 93E38582
and the Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources of the Gulf A 27E5522.8" | 93E53'09.6" A 27E59'14.4" | 93E38'58.2"
of Mexico and South Atlantic (Generic Amendment 3).

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council in  Pulley Ridge HAPC Stetson Bank HAPC

cooperation with NOAA Fisheries Service developed the Point | North lat. West long. Point | North lat. West long.

FMP. The intended effect of the final rule eStabliShing 24E58'18" ]3E38'33" A 28E10'38.3" | 94E18'36.5"

gear restrictions is to minimize to the extent practicable

any adverse effects of fishing on EFH. The final rule is 24ES8118" 83E37007

28E10'38.3" | 94E17'06.3"

effective January 23, 2006 (70 FR 76216). 24E41'11" | 83E37'00" 28E09'18.6" | 94E17'06.3"

24E40'00" 83E4122" 28E09'18.6" | 94E18'36.5"

Measures to accomplish this reduction are:

> |lo|la|lw

24E43'55" 83E47'15" 28E10'38.3" | 94E18'36.5"

(1) Prohibit bottom anchoring to protect coral reefs in the
following HAPCs: East and West Flower Garden Banks,
McGrail Bank, Pulley Ridge, and North and South Tortugas
Ecological Reserves, as well as Stetson Bank; McGrail Bank HAPC
(2) prohibit the use of trawling gear, bottom longlines, buoy Point | Northlat. | West long.
gear, and all traps/pots to protect coral reefs in the
following HAPCs: East and West Flower Garden Banks,
McGrail Bank, Pulley Ridge, and North and South Tortugas
Ecological Reserves, as well as Stetson Bank; and

(3) require a weak link in the tickler chain of bottom trawls
on all habitats throughout the Gulf of Mexico exclusive
economic zone. A weak link is defined as a length or
section of the tickler chain that has a breaking strength less

than the chain itself and is easily seen as such when visually  Boundaries for the North and South Tortugas Ecological
inspected. Reserves have not changed.

> |lmlo|la|lw | >

24E58'18" 83E38'33"

A 27E59'06.0" | 92E37'19.2"

27E59'06.0" | 92E32'17.4"

27E55'55.5" | 92E32'17.4"

27E55'55.5" | 92E37'19.2"

> |lo|la|lw

27E59'06.0" | 92E37'19.2"

HAPCs are identified in the amendment. Boundaries for the  NOAA Fisheries Service prepared a Regulatory Impact

following HAPCs are bopnded by rhumb lines connecting,  Review (RIR) and a Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis
in order, the following points: (FRFA) that augments the findings of the FMP’s RIR. The
FRFA is available from the Sustainable Fisheries Office,



NMFS Southeast Regional Office, 263 13" Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701.

Written copies of the final rule may be obtained from the
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Regional Office, 263
13" Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701.
Electronic copies of the final rule may be obtained from the
Federal Register Web site at
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html.

This Small Entity Compliance Guide complies with section
212 of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness
Act of 1996. Any discrepancies between this document and
the rule as published in the Federal Register will be
resolved in favor of the Federal Register.

NOAA Fisheries Service is dedicated to protecting and
preserving our nation’s living marine resources and their
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habitats through scientific research, management and
enforcement. NOAA Fisheries Service provides effective
stewardship of these resources for the benefit of the nation,
supporting coastal communities that depend upon them, and
helping to provide safe and healthy seafood to consumers
and recreational opportunities for the American public.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), an agency of the U.S. Commerce Department, is
dedicated to enhancing economic security and national
safety through the prediction and research of weather and
climate-related events and providing environmental
stewardship of our nation’s coastal and marine resources.
Through the emerging Global Earth Observation System of
Systems (GEOSS), NOAA is working with its federal
partners and nearly 60 countries to develop a global
monitoring network that is as integrated as the planet it
observes.
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