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NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI) TO PREPARE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT (DEIS) FOR THE SNAPPER GROUPER FISHERY IN THE SOUTH 

ATLANTIC; REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 
 

NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and 
the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
(Council) have published a notice of intent (NOI) in the 
Federal Register, to evaluate the environmental impacts 
of a range of management actions for red porgy, black 
sea bass, vermilion snapper, snowy grouper, and golden 
tilefish in a DEIS.  These management actions are being 
developed in a regulatory amendment to the Fishery 
Management Plan for the Snapper Grouper Fishery of 
the South Atlantic Region (FMP). 
 
The NOI is intended to provide the public with the 
opportunity to have input on the range of alternatives 
being considered to develop the DEIS. 
 
Proposed actions in the DEIS would address overfishing 
of black sea bass, vermilion snapper, golden tilefish, and 
snowy grouper, and increase red porgy harvest to a level 
supported by an approved rebuilding schedule.  
Management measures currently being evaluated for the 
commercial sector in the DEIS include new or adjusted: 
catch quotas; size limits; trip limits; seasonal closures; 
fishing year start dates; and gear restrictions.  
Management measures being evaluated for the 
recreational sector include new or adjusted: catch 
allocations; bag limits; size limits; and seasonal closures. 
 
A full suite of alternatives currently considered in the 
regulatory amendment can be obtained from the Council 
(see ADDRESSES AND DATES for contact 
information).  The DEIS and/or final EIS (FEIS) 
associated with this amendment may include additional 

management measures identified during the public 
comment process. 
 
ADDRESSES AND DATES:   
 
DATES:  Written comments on the scope of the DEIS 
will be accepted through August 25, 2005.   
 
ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent to Jack 
McGovern, NMFS Southeast Regional Office, 263 13th 
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida, 33701, phone 
727-824-5305; fax: 727-824-5308; e-mail: 
John.McGovern@noaa.gov.   
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  Kim 
Iverson, Public Information Officer; toll free 1-866-
SAFMC-10 or 843-571-4366.  
 
NMFS is dedicated to protecting and preserving the 
nation’s living marine resources and their habitats 
through scientific research, management, and 
enforcement.  NMFS provides effective stewardship of 
these resources for the benefit of the nation, supporting 
coastal communities that depend upon them, and helping 
to provide safe and healthy seafood to consumers and 
recreational opportunities for the American public.   
 
NOAA is dedicated to enhancing economic security and 
national safety through the prediction and research of 
weather and climate-related events and providing 
environmental stewardship of our nation’s coastal and 
marine resources. 
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